February 2022

Based on Principal
We have now passed the halfway mark of the school year, so
that is something to celebrate. We have managed to remain
open for in-person school activities for our students with the
exception of having to quarantine select students and staff
from school at various times throughout the first semester. We have received several inquiries about our protocols
and methods, so I’ll remind parents in this space about how
we are reacting to the pandemic and why.

Positive Test Cases Vs. Symptoms
As a reminder, because Covid ( all variants) is as contagious as
it is, we are asking/requiring that when students are exhibiting any of the Covid symptoms, which basically means any
cold-like symptoms or flu-like symptoms, that they remain
home until they are symptom-free. From there it is recommended that the student should get a Covid test, which could
be done locally in your community or you can also request a
test kit from the school. We do not administer the tests at
school for students, but we can make a test available for the
parent to pick up and administer to your child at no cost to
you. Even if the test result is negative, we still require that the
child remains home until symptom-free. We do this because
it is not uncommon for people to test too soon after an exposure, meaning a negative test could be a false-negative. It is
best to take a test 5 days after an exposure or after symptoms
begin. In cases of a positive test, the plan is simple; quarantine the child from school for 10 days from the date of the test
and the student may only return to school after 10 days have
passed...AND the student must be symptom-free. There is no
protocol to send the student back to school prior to the 10
days whether symptom-free or not. The school will give you
an earliest return to school date and families are required to
adhere to the earliest return date provided by the
school. When in doubt, call the school and we will work
through the protocols with you.
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IMPORTANT DATES
•

Feb. 8th—Board of
Directors Meeting 4pm

•

Feb. 21st Presidents’ Day,
No School

Close Contacts
This area is tricky and it is probably the area where
we have the most confusion with our families. A
close contact means that someone was likely in close
proximity to someone who has tested positive for
Covid. We can’t possibly put a timer on all students
and monitor them through cameras to determine a to-the-second timeline on close
proximity, so we are forced to generalize or estimate whether or not a close contact
likely occurred. At New Heights, it is fairly simple to review attendance data and trace
back to the day and hour of the last possible close contact. Most students are part of a
closed-class, meaning the 9th grade students share the entire day with one another
and, in cases such as those, all students of a grade who were present on the day of likely
exposure will be considered close contacts and would be placed on quarantine from
school unless they are fully vaccinated and/or had a confirmed positive test for Covid
within the last 90 days of date of the last close contact. If you are unsure of these
things, call the school and we will assist you in determining whether your child needs to
quarantine or not. So, you can likely see this can be a bit confusing, but we at the
school have specific guidance to follow as a team when making these decisions. We do
not want to quarantine anyone, but if we are going to offer in-person learning to our
students, this is how it is going to be.

Masking
New Heights, for now, will remain as a mask-optional program. There are many reasons for this, none of which in our case are political. After closely observing our students since the pandemic began, very few students have been observed wearing the
masks appropriately, so it would not be appropriate to consider the masks as any kind
of safety device against the spread of Covid; at least in most cases. In cases where families are confident that the masks help, we agree that those students should wear the
masks and we are leaving it up to them to decide what that looks like. It is also important to consider what the guidance says about masks. Regardless of the type of
mask worn, masks are not intended to protect the wearer from everyone else, the mask
is intended to prevent the wearer from spreading, through exhaling, germs to others
near them, but only when worn as intended, which most students don’t. Again, rather
than sort through all of that in a mass setting, we are not using the mask protocol because all the variables involved demonstrate the masks to not be effective at this location. It is impossible and pointless to try to enforce it. That
is why it is a choice for the families to make for their children
only, in the same way as enrolling at New Heights is a choice
for each family to make.

Conclusions
The past two years have been a nightmare. Many of us have
lost loved ones during this pandemic. Hopefully we are moving toward the pandemic’s end and we can celebrate a return
to something close to “normal” or pre-pandemic conditions. That said, we aren’t there yet. New Heights will con-

tinue to follow the guidelines established by CDC and MDH, which are largely the
same. Our administrative team will continue to look at each reported case and we will
review the guidance and recommended protocols and apply an informed decision to
each specific situation to the very best of our abilities given the information we have at
the time. We recognize the frustration and burdens placed on our families, but again, if
we are going to offer in-person learning activities to our students, this is how we are going to do it.

Distance Learning
There is no distance-learning option for families enrolled at New Heights to choose. The
only time distance-learning, more appropriately named E-learning, will occur for our
students is in situations where we must enforce a quarantine or when weather prevents
school from being conducted safely. Obviously, in situations where we are not allowing
students to come to school, we have to have a way to offer them some assignments to
try to stay current-which in this case is through Google Classroom. Our teachers are all
teaching full-time to in-person students, so they cannot effectively offer lessons and
time to students who would prefer to remain at home as they did during the early stages
of the pandemic. The department of education stipulated that schools must apply for
an on-line designation in order to be able to offer full-time online learning to students. New Heights does not specialize in online instructions and has no plans to become an online provider, therefore, New Heights does not offer distance-learning or
online learning to any students because we are not authorized to do so. We will offer Elearning opportunities only when we require students to stay home or for weatherrelated closures. Please make note of this: teachers are still using Google Classroom to
offer lessons to students, but the lessons are designed and assigned for in-person learners. If you are a parent of a student who would like to attend an online program and
learn from home, you can contact the school’s counselor, Annah Massmann, and she
can offer some contact information regarding online programs she is familiar with.
Hopefully this information will be helpful for you to understand what we are doing and
why we are doing it.

Thank you and we hope you have a happy end to winter.

Tom Kearney-Principal

Principal’s
Award:
Students with an A in
all 6 classes will be recognized as Principal’s
Award Students.

Honor Roll:

Honorable
Mention:

Students with a Grade
Point average of 3.5
or above will be
recognized on the
Honor Roll.

Students with a Grade
Point average of 3.0
or above with no D’s
or F’s will be recognized as an

Alaina Aldrich (6)

Honorable Mention

Kaitlyn Kummer (6)
Gavin Braun (8)

Josiah Kummer (7)

Desirae Larson (7)

Maria Costilla (8)

Alexander LeTourneau (7)

Elizabeth Granlund (8)

Aaliyah Fobbs (8)

Eloise Campbell (8)

Brooke Hatch (8)

Camden Briggs (11)

Derek Kirby (8)

Emily Busta (11)

Samuel VanDyke (8)

Kolby Warrington (11)

Grace Warolin (8)

Brady Wegge (11)

Abigail Bell (10)

Mariam Campbell (9)

Madalynn Suchy (12)

Zander Harper (11)

Jillian Briggs (10)

Grace Tacheny (12)

Andre Maruska (10)

Elijah VanLoon (12)

Joshua Murphy (10)

Gus Campbell (9)
Emily Mai (9)

Kyle Brown (11)

Semester 1 Academic Honors

Principal’s
Award:
Students with an A
in all 6 classes will
be recognized as
Principal’s Award
Students.
Josiah Kummer (7)
Elizabeth Granlund (8)
Gus Campbell (9)
Emily Mai (9)
Abigail Bell (10)
Camden Briggs (11)
Zander Harper (11)

Honor Roll:

Honorable
Mention:

Students with a Grade
Point average of 3.5 or
above will be
recognized on the
Honor Roll.

Students with a Grade
Point average of 3.0 or
above with no D’s or F’s
will be recognized as an
Honorable Mention

Alaina Aldrich (6)

Tyler Mathias (6)

Kaitlyn Kummer (6)

Dylan Moulthrop (6)

Desirae Larson (7)

George Colarusso (7)

Gavin Braun (8)

Alexander LeTourneau (7)

Eloise Campbell (8)

Derek Kirby (8)

Maria Costilla (8)

Samuel VanDyke (8)

Aaliyah Fobbs (8)

Grace Warolin (8)

Brooke Hatch (8)

Donovan Perez (9)

Kyle Brown (11)

James Schuster (9)

Emily Busta (11)

Jillian Briggs (10)

Kolby Warrington (11)

Andre Maruska (10)

Brady Wegge (11)

Joshua Murphy (10)

Madalynn Suchy (12)

Amanda Augustine (11)

Grace Tacheny (12)

Johnathan Olafson (11)

Elijah VanLoon (12)

Rylee Maruska (12)
Karina Thomas (12)

New Heights School Choice Tapestry
To celebrate school choice week, Mr.
Dokken’s Art Classes created a giant tapestry. It measures approximately 5 feet by 5
feet! The students started by tracing out
different pieces of the New Heights logo
and the school choice week banner. Next,
the classes worked together to make a
unique piece of art that reflects the
personalities of our students.

MATH FACT COMPETITION
The Kindergarten through fifth grade
classes are working together to
complete 45,000 math facts during the
month of January and continuing
through the first week of February!
Each day the snowman on the bulletin
board is moved to track their progress.

Minnesota State
Testing—March &
April
As of now, according to the
Minnesota Department of
Education, there will be
MCA state testing this
spring.
The MCA Reading is for
grades 3-8th and 10th.

The MCA Math is for
grades 3-8th and 11th.
The MCA Science is for
5th and 8th grade, as
well as students enrolled
in Biology.
If you DO NOT want
your student to
participate in state
testing, please fill out the
Parent/Guardian Guide
and Refusal for Student
Participation in Statewide
Testing form that is found
on our school website.
These tests will be
administered in March
and April.

Interested in having your junior or senior take the ACT? Please
reach out to Mrs. Massmann as soon as possible at:
amassmann@newheightsschoool.org
Registration closes February 25th!
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Groundhog
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6

7

8
Board of
Directors
Meeting 4pm
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Valentine’s
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Day
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Upcoming Events:
March 7-11— No School, Spring Break

April 1st—No School, Grading Day

March 31st —End of Quarter 3

